
Dynamo
A Little 

THE MARSH WREN: LITTLE DYNAMO

A dynamo of noisy energy, the tiny marsh wren is only 5 inches long and weighs in at 10 grams 
(approximately the weight of two nickels). Although this small bird is hard to see in the tangle of 
marsh plants, it is easily heard — especially during the spring breeding season. Named for where 
it lives, this wren is closely tied to cattail marshes. With the loss of large expanses of marsh 
around the state, their numbers have declined in some areas; however, these wrens are thriving 
in the coastal marshes at Lake St. Clair Metropark. 

Marsh Restoration: This project is a cooperative effort of Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority, Michigan Sea Grant (University of Michigan and  
Michigan State University), Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Ducks Unlimited, Harrison Township, and the Southeast Michigan Council of  

Governments. Additional partners include the St. Clair Flats Waterfowlers, Inc. and the St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission.  

NEST-BUILDER EXTRAORDINAIRE
n  Males build 5 or 6 (sometimes up to 25!) “dummy” nests. 
n  These incomplete nests consist of a ball of woven cattails 

with a single bottom entrance.  
n  It is up to a female to choose the best one and provide the 

final touches by lining the interior with cattail down, and 
fine plant material.  

n  The unused “dummy” nests serve as night roosts for  
adults, shelter for newly fledged baby wrens, and decoys 
to confuse potential nest predators.

ACROBATIC FEEDER
The agile marsh wren moves like an acrobat through the 
maze of cattails when feeding. It will hang upside-down, and 
even support itself between two upright stems. Wrens pluck 
mayflies, craneflies and mosquito larva from the water and 
spiders and small snails from among the plant stems.
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A HOME FOR A SONG 
Male marsh wrens begin to set up territories 
immediately upon arrival in the spring. 
n  They fiercely lay claim to a ¼ acre patch, 

singing a dry, rattling song throughout the 
day and night. 

n  To drive the point home, they will  
occasionally launch 5-15 feet into the  
air and flutter down. 

n  If a male wren picks an especially good  
location, he may end up with several  
females within his territory.  

Have you heard the marsh wren’s rasping 
song? Have you spotted one of these  
dynamos zipping through the marsh?
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