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INTRODUCTION
The Michigan Clean Marina Program is an effort 
to assist marina and boatyard operators to protect 
the natural resources that provide their livelihood: 
clean water and fresh air. The Michigan Clean 
Marina Program seeks to promote clean water 
and fresh air through the implementation of best 
management practices, compliance/technical 
information and educational material to marina 
operators and boaters. The goal of the program is 
to encourage informed decision making that leads 
to a reduction in boating-related environmental 
impacts of pollution.  

By adopting best management practices referred 
to in the Michigan Clean Marina Guidebook, your 
marina or boatyard will be a safer, healthier place 
to work. Clean Marinas will be in a better position 
to attract boaters who demand facilities that  
protect the environment. “Green” consumers  
are one of the fastest growing market segments 
today. As a Michigan Clean Marina, your marina 
will receive a certificate acknowledging your 
environmentally responsible actions, the ability 
to use the Michigan Clean Marina logo on your 
letterhead and advertising, a flag to fly from your 
property, and promotion by the Michigan Clean 
Marina Program in publications, on the web, and 
at public events.

The following checklist must be completed and 
submitted prior to requesting a marina site visit 
inspection. This checklist will be used by the Clean 
Marina certification specialist to evaluate your 
marina according to the standards set by the 
Michigan Clean Marina Program for certification. 
The page numbers listed next to each question 
refer to the appropriate page of the Michigan 
Clean Marina Guidebook where these items are 
discussed. To the extent possible, compliance with 
all “mandatory practices” is required. It is not 
necessary to implement all of the “recommended 
practices” to be recognized as a Clean Marina.  

Please answer each question by checking either 
“yes”, “no’, or “N/A”. The “not applicable” option is 
offered so those items, which do not apply to your 
operation, will not be counted against you in the 
scoring process. For example, if your marina is not 
required by the state to have a Marina Operating 
Permit you may answer by checking “N/A”.

CERTIFICATION PROCESS

CERTIFICATION SPECIALIST
Inspector Name:_____________________________________

_________________________________________________

Phone: (            )_ ___________________________________

Email:_____________________________________________

MARINA
Marina name:_______________________________________

_________________________________________________

Owner:____________________________________________

Manager:__________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________

City:______________________ MI,  ZIP:_________________

Phone: (            )_ ___________________________________

Cell Phone: (            )_________________________________

Email:_____________________________________________

Email 2:___________________________________________

Other contact info:___________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Clean marina Site visit checklist

CONTACTS
Chuck Pistis 
Michigan Sea Grant  
(616) 485-6805 
pistis@msu.edu

Steve Remias 
MacRay Harbor 
(586) 468-1900 
SteJohRem@aol.com

Jeff Spencer 
MDEQ, Env. Science  
and Services 
(517) 241-5719 
spencerj3@michigan.gov

Van Snider 
Michigan Boating  
Industries Assoc. 
(734) 261-0123 
vsnider@mbia.org 

Eric Foster 
Belle Maer Harbor 
(586) 465-4534 
ecfoster@comcast.net

n  __________  �Sign pledge sheet and attend workshop

n  __________  �Marina self-evaluation using checklist 

and manual 

n  __________  �Telephone conference or site visit,  

if deemed necessary 

n  __________  Marina incorporates recommendations 

n  __________  �Submit completed checklist

n  __________  Final site visit 

n  __________  Clean Marina certification 

Date
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M1.    �Marina development and expansion projects 
along the Great Lakes, including dredging, will 
require a joint permit from the U.S. Army Corps 
(USACE) and the Michigan Department of  
Environmental Quality (MDEQ). These two  
agencies will ensure that marina construction 
and dredging will be done in an environmentally 
sensitive manner.

	A . �Have you received the proper permits for 
all past marina construction and dredging? 
(pg. 12)

	 B. �Do you pledge that proper permits will be 
obtained for all future marina construction 
and dredging? (pg. 12)

M2.    �A marina located on an inland lake or river  
will likely require a marina operating permit 
(MOP) under Part 301 Inland Lakes and Streams 
of the NREPA, depending on the nature of the 
use. If applicable, does your marina have a MOP? 
(pg. 16)

M3.    �A marina located on Great Lakes public trust 
bottomlands will require authorization from the 
MDEQ in the form of a lease under Part 325, 
Great Lakes Submerged Lands of the NREPA.  
The lease requires an annual fee be paid to the 
MDEQ and will contain conditions for the use 
and occupancy of the subject bottomlands. If  
applicable, does your marina have a valid lease 
with the MDEQ? (pg. 16)

M4.    �The use of ethylene glycol antifreeze for winter-
ization is prohibited. Do your best management 
practices require the use of a non-toxic  
antifreeze such as propylene glycol? (pg. 25)

M5.    �At your marina fuel dock, have you removed all 
fuel nozzle holding clips and installed automatic 
back pressure shutoff nozzles on fuel pump 
discharge hoses in accordance with Michigan 
law? (pg. 28)

M6.    ��The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s  
(EPA) Oil Pollution Prevention Regulation requires 
that marinas prepare and implement a plan 
to prevent any discharge of oil into navigable 
waters or adjoining shorelines if the facility has 
an aggregate above ground oil storage capacity 
greater than 1,320 gallons. If your marina falls 
under these guidelines, have you prepared a Spill 
Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) 
Plan? (pg. 30)

M7.    ��Have you provided the required number of 
fire extinguishers for all marina buildings and 
facilities and provided for annual inspections 
as required by the National Fire Protection 
Association’s standards for marinas and by the 
local fire authorities? (pg. 33)

M8.    ��Do you keep a file of Material Safety Data Sheets 
(MSDS) for all products used at your facility, as 
required by the Occupational Safety and Health 
Act of 1970 (29 USC Sec. 657) stored in an office 
away from material storage areas? (pg. 33)

M9.    �Because of the harm associated with petroleum, 
the discharge of oil is absolutely prohibited.  
The Federal Water Pollution Control Act prohibits 
the discharge of oil or oily waste into or upon  
the navigable waters of the United States.  
The United States Coast Guard must be notified 
any time a spill produces a sheen on the water. 
Have you posted the National Response Center 
phone number of (800) 424-8802 at various and 
appropriate areas of your marina to allow for the 
proper notification of a spill? (pg. 34)

M10.  �All spills must also be reported immediately to 
the Michigan Department of Environmental  
Quality. Have you posted the MDEQ phone  
number of (800) 292-4706 at various and  
appropriate areas of your marina to allow for  
the proper notification of a spill? (pg. 34)

M11.  �Michigan is a “No Discharge” state (effective on 
all freshwater bodies). It is illegal to discharge 
raw and/or treated sewage from a watercraft 
within the water of the state. Michigan law, 
NREPA Act 451, Part 95, requires that all  
docking facilities provide pumpout stations or 
have a signed agreement with another facility to 
accommodate pumpouts for their vessels. Does 
your marina have a signed agreement or provide 
a pumpout which will empty boat holding tanks 
and porta potties and dispose of the waste in an 
acceptable manner? (pg. 36 and 37)

M12.  �Does your marina provide clean, functional 
restrooms which are open 24 hours a day to 
encourage people not to use their heads while in 
port? (pg. 37)

M13.  �It is illegal to dispose of fish waste in the waters 
of the State. Does your marina provide a fish 
cleaning station or contractually bind your 
customers to the proper disposal of fish waste? 
(pg. 40)

M14.  �The dumping of pet waste into the water is 
illegal. Does your marina provide dog walks or 
contractually bind your customers to the proper 
disposal of pet waste? (pg. 43)

M15.  �To protect the waters of the State by minimizing 
erosion and controlling sediment, NREPA Act 451, 
Part 91 requires a permit for any earth change 
that disturbs one or more acres, or is within 500 
feet of a lake or stream.

      	A . �Have you received the proper erosion  
permits for all past marina construction? 
(pg. 20)

Yes     No     N/A

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

MANDATORY PRACTICES

n    n    n

n    n    n

Yes     No     N/A

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n
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	 B. �Do you pledge that proper erosion permits 
will be obtained for all future marina 
construction? (pg. 20)

M16.  �If required, do you have a Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP)? (pg. 18 and 50)

R1.    �Do you have a current, written emergency  
response plan which is readily accessible to 
trained staff? (pg. 32)

R2.    �Do you use best management property practices 
such as fixed or floating piers to enhance water 
circulation, avoid exotic timbers or wood treated 
with creosote, and limit shaded areas over the 
water by limiting the number of covered slips? 
(pg. 11)

R3.    �Dry-stack storage provides various environmental 
benefits over adding additional wet slips.

	A . �Do you operate a dry-stack facility (pg. 13)

	 B. �Do you control storm water runoff from 
dry-stack areas? (pg. 13)

	C . �Do you keep your forklifts well-tuned to 
prevent grease or oil from dripping onto 
staging areas or into the water? (pg. 13)

	 D. �Do you have provisions in place to handle 
accidental spills and absorbent booms to 
collect any grease or oil in the launching 
and retrieval area? (pg. 13)

R4.    �If your marina owns any upland property,  
have you used this property to locate service 
operations, parking and boat storage away from 
the water where feasible? (pg. 13)

R5.    �If the marina owns sensitive adjacent land, have 
you placed, or explored the protection of this 
land, in a conservation trust? (pg. 13)

R6.    �Do you practice water conservation through the 
use of:

	A . �Measured watering and water wise  
landscaping? (pg. 13)

	 B. �Promote hand weeding and efficient  
landscaping including mulch to reduce  
use of toxic chemicals? (pg. 14)

	C . �Proper installation and maintenance of 
freshwater outlets? (pg. 12)

	 D. �Installation of “low-flow” faucets, toilets 
and/or shower heads? (pg. 12)

	E . �The installation of automatic faucets 
and/or toilet fixtures including waterless 
urinals? (pg. 12)

R7.    �Storm water runoff is precipitation that has not 
been absorbed by the ground.  Does your best 
management storm water consideration include:

	A . �Cultivated vegetated areas particularly as 
buffers between parking lots, roads, upland 
property and the water’s edge? (pg. 18)

	 B. �Only paving necessary areas? (pg. 18)

	C . �Label storm drains stating no dumping and 
indicating that the drain empties to the 
lake? (pg. 19)

R8.    �Your best management practices also apply to 
any of the services which you may sublease at 
your marina. You may not answer “N/A” to any of 
the questions which apply to service tenants. You 
must at a minimum tie your best management 
practices into those lease agreements. Do your 
best management practices for boat repair and 
maintenance include:

	A . �No sanding or blasting work of any sort 
carried out by individual boat owners or 
their contractors unless it is done inside 
one of the designated shops or a vacuum 
sander is used and the residue properly 
disposed of? (pg. 22)

	 B. �Do you rent or loan vacuum sanders for use 
by tenants and contractors? (pg. 22)

	C . �Have you restricted the power washing 
of boats to a designated area within the 
marina? (pg. 23)

	 D. �Have you installed infrastructure improve-
ments to your power washing area which 
include:

		  Filtration of particles? (pg. 23)

		R  ecycle the wash water? (pg. 23)

	E . �Have you restricted spray painting,  
spraying of fiberglass or other chemicals 
unless it is done inside of a designated 
shop? (pg. 24)

	 F. �Have you restricted painting outside of 
designated shops to the use of rollers and 
brushes with proper use of tarps and  
tenting to protect the surrounding area? 
(pg. 24)

	G . �Have you implemented procedures for 
the proper and environmentally sensitive 
engine maintenance? (pg. 25)

MANDATORY PRACTICES cont.

RECOMMENDED PRACTICES

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

Yes     No     N/A Yes     No     N/A
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n    n    n
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n    n    n
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n    n    n

n    n    n

n    n    n

Yes     No     N/A
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	H . �Do you regularly inspect and repair fuel 
transfer equipment? (pg. 28)

	I . �Do you train staff to promote environmen-
tal precautions while fueling? (pg. 28)

	 J. �Have you implemented procedures for 
the proper and environmentally sensitive 
operation of the fuel dock facility? (pg. 29)

	K . �Do you offer spill-proof oil changes or  
have a recycling center for used oil 
for boaters who perform their own oil 
changes? (pg. 30)

	L . �Do you take precautions to minimize spills 
and leaks from machinery? (pg. 30)

	 M. �Do you provide for oil filter disposal pref-
erably with a oil filter crusher to reduce 
the size of the waste disposal? (pg. 30)

	N . �Do you store oil spill response equipment 
in readily accessible locations such as  
the fuel dock and any launch areas?  
(pg. 32-33)

	 O. �Is the operation of the fuel pumps and 
pumpout restricted to trained personnel 
only? (pg. 36)

	P . �Is your pumpout connected to the  
municipal sewer? (pg. 36)

	 Q. �If you are not connected to public sewer, 
is your septic or private sewage treatment 
system regularly maintained? (pg. 37)

	R . �Do you provide convenient, adequate and 
screened dumpsters which are away from 
the water to avoid tossed or blown trash 
from ending up in the water? (pg. 41)

	S . �Do you require your employees to be 
involved in policing the marina grounds, 
waters and shoreline for trash and litter? 
(pg. 41)

R9.    �In addition to the MSDS files required by OSHA 
and covered under question M8 of this Checklist, 
does your best management practices regarding 
hazardous materials require the following:

	A . �Proper storage, use and disposal of  
hazardous materials? (pg. 24 and 43)

	 B. �Minimize your use and storage of  
hazardous materials? (pg. 42)

	C . �Proper disposal of plastics such as shrink 
wrap? (pg. 43)

	 D. �Proper disposal of lead batteries? (pg. 41)

	E . �Do you participate with your local trash 
hauler to participate in any recycling  
programs which the hauler may make 
available in order to promote solid and 
liquid waste recycling? (pg. 41)

	 F. �Track polluting incidents? (pg. 43 and 70)

	G . �Keep all hazardous materials on an  
impervious surface away from floor  
drains? (pg. 43)

	H . �Follow recommended waste disposal  
methods? (pg. 44-46)

R10.  �Once you have adopted the best management 
practices, have you communicated these  
practices to your employees, tenants and  
contractors as follows:

	A . �Do you train your employees so that  
they comply with your best management  
practices in the areas of stormwater  
pollution, equipment and chemical use, 
emergency response procedures and fuel 
spills or inappropriate discharges? (pg. 50)

	 B. �Proper training of employees with proper 
maintenance of training records? (pg. 50)

	C . �A procedure to approach boaters or 
contractors who are not following the best 
management procedures? (pg. 50)

	 D. �Include language regarding best manage-
ment practices in your contracts? (pg. 51)

	E . �Post signs regarding your best management 
procedures throughout the marina?  
(pg. 50)

	 F. �Do you incorporate environmental  
education to your boaters and contractors 
through direct mail, email or other sources? 
(pg. 50)

	G . �Host workshops, walking tours of the  
facility or use public relations and  
customer recognition to demonstrate  
and promote best management practices? 
(pg. 50)

	H . �Utilize signage and/or other notices  
to warn boaters about their role in  
controlling the spread of Aquatic  
Invasive Species? (pg. 14 and 15)

n    n    n

n    n    n
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n    n    n

n    n    n
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n    n    n
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FOR TECHNICAL SPECIALIST USE ONLY

MANDATORY SECTION SCORING:

	T OTAL QUESTIONS		  18

	N /A QUESTIONS 		  ___________ 

	NET  QUESTIONS		  ___________

	T OTAL YES ANSWERS	 ___________

	SC ORING PERCENTAGE	 ___________%

RECOMMENDED SECTION SCORING:

	T OTAL QUESTIONS		  52

	N /A QUESTIONS 		  ___________ 

	NET  QUESTIONS		  ___________

	T OTAL YES ANSWERS	 ___________

	SC ORING PERCENTAGE 	 ___________%

INSPECTOR CONCLUSION:

	PASSE D			   ___________

	A DDITIONAL  
	RE QUIREMENTS NEEDED	 ___________

	SEE  ATTACHED REPORT	 ___________

____________________________________________________
TECHNICAL SPECIALIST / INSPECTOR SIGNATURE			 
	

_________________________
DATE

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
Use this section to explain any answers or request any additional  
information from the Clean Marina committee.  Please refer to the  
appropriate question number.

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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