
An Introduction to Michigan Sea Grantôs

Research Program



Overall Mission: 

To enhance the sustainability of Michiganôs 
coastal communities, residents and businesses 

through research, education and outreach.



Strategic Focus Areas

ÅHealthy Coastal Ecosystems

ÅSustainable Coastal Development

ÅSafe and Sustainable Seafood Supply

ÅHazard Resilient Coastal Communities

www.miseagrant.umich.edu



A Cooperative 
Program with 
offices around 

the state



Our Research Program

ÅGrants awarded every 2 years

ÅLed by a researcher at a university in Michigan

ÅSelection through competitive, peer review process

Next Funding Cycle

ÅRequest for Proposals (RFP) released - January 2011

ÅPre-proposals - February, 2011

ÅFull proposals - April, 2011

ÅGrants awarded ïwinter, 2012



Past projects have focused on:

üCoastal Wind Energy Development

üWatershed Restoration and Water Levels

üCoastal Brownfield Redevelopment

üCoastal Access, Tourism and Economic  

Development

üResponding to the Loss of Chinook Salmon

üFish Consumption Advisories

üStormwater Runoff

Projects Tackle Complicated Issues



Connecting Science, Policy and People

An Integrated Assessment Approach to Research



The research process will be illustrated using 
examples from two recent projects.

Both evaluated the causes, consequences and 
potential solutions for a complex issue.


